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Goal Statement 
Our mission is to provide a means of political discussions for the young adults of 

America. Using a clean user interface, we hope to facilitate these debates by giving users a 

bias-free environment to voice their opinions and to reflect on the opinions of others. 

Target Audience 
Red, White, and Youth is an organization that caters to young adults. It is no secret 

that voters between the ages of 18-24 have never consistently been a large part of elections. 

In fact, based on statistics taken from the U.S. Census Bureau, young voters are voting even 

W less than in the past. "Since 1964, young voters between the ages of 18 through 24 have 

\.Y t,k~ )~onsistently voted at lower rates than all other age gro@ 1964, 50.9 percent of eligible 

'( \rf1 
IP"oters in this age group voted in elections. By 2012, only 38.0 percent of voters were part of 

~ Y ~ese same elections. These very statistics are evidence of issues that Red, White, and Youth 

X.,'vJ. J J _,\. hope to change. 

If ~· 
JV' ~t' There is a huge untapped market that candidates are neglecting. Red, White, and 

I .l)v' pvw Youth is determined to change that. We offer an interactive and modern way to talk about 

controversial topics to get young voters involved in the discussion. Not only does our site 

offer a place for voters to debate, it offers a place for candidates to see what users between 

the ages of 18-24 actually care about. With this information, candidates can finally tap into a 

market that is currently underserved in politics. Red, White, and Youth will change elections 

forever by pioneering a place that will get young voters motivated about politics. 

Feature Descriptions 
Our website will feature a user account system. Users will have to register with an 

email and username before they are able to use the site. The website will have a topics page 
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01 

that will be a list of user-created discussions. This page allows users to see current topics of 

discussion and create new topics of their own. 

Each topic will consist of 

• a title 

• description 

• all user comments 

• the user's information of each comment 

• opic~tfvr ,// 
/. ~ . J'~tv~ .P 
number of views ~-• 1)1()11 t/- J,UtZ- ~~~ '--c.o~#-./ .. 

H"./1- IJ~/)k.. /-'{It!- ~J1;1- WnJ"'f/ 
he time each post or co was made r r 1 _ _/ <./ · 

tt./ JIPI-l ~ ~ . I ...1'~ 11{ 
• 

Time permittin~e also want to add more account features such as private messages 

between users, a user profile page, and an alert system to notify users that a topic they are 

!1w'J ;vl.u- I f-br/l~~ 
Y"IA4' ~,eft 1/I--V.//~Pl " 

interested in has had comments added. 

Component Details 
Our website will have five general pages. One will be the basic home page and the 

other four will have heavy server communications. We plan to use a MySQL database to 

store all user account information and user-created topic data. This database will be accessed 

by PHP scri@ hich will relay all the desired data to the client-side JavaScript code. We 

plan to have two tables, one for account information and the other will be a topics reservoir. 

r&· 1~ 
~·\("' ~ 'o~ 
~ Y We plan to use the AngularJS andjQuery JavaScript frameworks on all of our HTML pages. 

~I f> :J_ ~gularJS will be used for all dynamically displayed content2 such as the topic data from the 

~ t; t 1 http://php. neUmanual/en/ref.mysql.php 
2 http:/ /stackoverflow. com/questions/225364 77 /rendering-dynam ic-htmlang u larjs-content -content­
after-ajax-call-in-angularjs 
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MySQL database. We will use jQuery as a framework for the form submission utilities3
. We 

will also being using Bootstrap 3 as a CSS framework, due to its ease of use and excellent 

documentation. 

Website Mock-up 
Our website will require a large amount of database communication via PHP 

scripting, but we feel that all the scripts will be fairly similar. Each script will either retrieve 

data from the database or add new content to it. Developing the PHP scripts will be our most 

difficult task. However, due to the similarities in the scripts we feel that after we complete 

the first one the rest will be much easier and faster. Other than the PHP scripts, the website 

will mostly be a large HTML skeleton that will be filled in by AngularJS and jQuery. 

A w.bf'ooe 

Home Page 0 0 )( 0 ( http:// )C) 
This is the first page the user will see when 

(J~ '{;~~ I) , ~ ~I I Sign Up M Logil I ,Logo 0 Search Too"$) Red, White & Youth 

"' ' going to our URL. Much like GitHub' s home page, 

" 
• Our MISSion 

this page will feature a large advertisement for our 

site encouraging users to create accounts. It will also c Join Now J Or ( Check It Out J 
include our mission statement and a short description • How It Works 

of how the website works. This page is very simple 

and will be using only HTML, CSS andjQuery. The (Figure 1) An Example of the Home Page 

Rea , White & Youth I Sign Up II Login I 

Red, WMe & Youth U......,.,.,... !I Logout •I 
(Figure 2) An Example of a Header 

3 http://api .jguerv.com/categorv/forms/ 

header of this page will remain the same for all 

the other pages on our site but the Sign-Up and 

Login buttons will change whether or not the 

user is logged into his or her account as showtti 

' tk. 
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Page Features 
• Join Now & Sign Up buttons will both be <href>s which will direct users to the 

Register Account Page. 

• The Login button will trigger Bootstrap Modal and prompt users to log in. If 

successful it will then navigate the users to the topics page. 

• Time Permitting - A "Check It Out" button that will navigate users to the topics 

page. They would not be logged in, so they will be able to view the site, but posting 

topics and comments would be prohibited. 

Acceptability Criteria 
This page will need to be completed with everything except the "Check It Out" button. I 

A Web PoQe 

Register Account Page 0 0 X 0 t hnp:/1 , <C:) 

This page will have a simple form )'G(k(\ Search Tag'!) Red . Whi te & Youth I Sign Up )I login I 

which the user wip fill out to create an 
&u. ~,~l). 

account. We plan to add some patriotic 

" graphics to the page to help cultivate a 

S1gn Up 

First Nome Firat Nome 

~/ loa! Name Last Name ' 

Ueernome: UsMnome 

lmqoe 

sense of American pride within the user. 

This page will be built with HTMLICSS 

Po01word Poasword 

/~ Confirm pw Confirm pw I 
Email email I 

I Sign Up J 

for formatting and styling. jQuery will be ., 
used for its form utilities to easily create a (Figure 3) An Example of a Register Account Page 

serialized JSON object to pass to the PHP script. 
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Page Features 
• AjQuery form for users to enter their information to build their profiles. 

• The Sign Up button will submit the form content and trigger an AJAX call to a PHP 

script as explained above. The user will then automatically be redirected to the topics 

page. 

Acceptability Criteria 
This page will need to be completed in its entirety. 

Red, White &. YO<Jth us .... nome I Logout I 

Topics 
Featured I Newest I Unonsw•red 

I Add new topic 1 
Comments Tooic Title 

Topic Description 

Viawa 

Tog1 Tog2 Tog3 Tog4 •·· 

Comment a Too1c Ti tle 

Topic Deseripbon 

Views 

Tog1 Tog2. Tog3 Tog4 ... 

I Add n- tOS>i<: I 

(Figure 4) An example Topics page 

I 

tl 

Profile stuff 

software ......... 
t~g l..ehnok»gy tip• 

, ... ,~ .. toreod 
travel tutorial .,..,..,.. 
tv twitter ~..­
....,., uaobility video 
videos viaualizouon 

web web 2 .0 
web design webdev 

R;~4-
Topics~ 

.:r:ats"is the primary page of our 

site. From this page users can view all 

current discussion topics, read a short 

description of each topic, and view their 

profile. Only a limited amount of each 

topic's content will be displayed so the 

user will have an idea of what the 

discussion is about. Users will have a 

few options for sorting topics. They can 

sort the topics list by selecting an ordering such as featured or newest. They can also use a 

tag cloud (depicted on the right of figure 4) to see what topics are the most frequently 

discussed. All topic sorting features will be created using the tags andjQuery filtering. PHP 

will be used to retrieve the content from the topic reservoir and AngularJS will be used to 

dynamically display the list of topics. 
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Page Features 
• Dynamically created topics list that is populated from a PHP script' s retrieval of data 

from the topics reservoir by AngularJS. 

• Each topic will be clickable to allow the user to navigate to the topic ' s specific View 

Page. 

• Another button will be Create New Topic, which will navigate users to the Create a 

New Topic page. 

• Time Permitting - List sorting and tag cloud will be implemented. 

• Time Permitting - Developing an interactive profile, messaging, and notification 

system. 

Acceptability Criteria 
Only the dynamic listing of topics, Create New Topic button, and the abilities to navigate to 

the View Topic page for any specific topic will be needed. All other features are extra. / 

View Topic Page 
This page will be for viewing the 

?u.. h'.JM--e f') . 
comments on each topi~ It will include a 

short description of the current topic, the 

tags associated with it, each comment that 

has been posted and a button for users to 

add their own comments. Each comment 

will be stored in a database and a PHP script 

will retrieve them as the page loads and 

display them in chronological order. Along 

4-Aooo ooxo tiUp:i/ c:) 

)~~ f< s-.hl"oi) R.ct, 'Miit• & Voutl'! ~I L_., ,, 

Topic Title e[ Pn>fo\ot\UII 
T~ O.•~IPllon (ti'IO)'be toi)K. pOt!~) 

I'~ '~ 
T~l Toot Toq3 Too4 " 1 

f<Oir_, stoti&tics 

I rcpictitt I ~~0 technology 

tips tool tools 

Poal.r Coi'TIIT'Mnt tOAtod trovel \..WW 

- '" twitter 
AeCQUtlt typography _, .... usability _ 

video~ 

, ~~ ,~ 
I 

visualization ... 

Accout~t lflfO 

, ~- ~-· 
kcount~nto 

I 
I Add eomm.n• I 

., 
(Figure 5) An example View Topic Page 
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with the comment, some information about it will also be displayed such as the usemame of 

the poster and the time of the post. 

Page Features 
• Dynamically filled topic information that is generated using PHP scripts. 

• Two buttons that essentially function as <href>s. One will return users to the Topic 

list and the other will allow users to add comments to the thread. 

Acceptability Criteria 
This page will need to be completed in its entirety. I 

A Web Page 

Create New Topic 0 ~ X 0 {http.// ) £:) 

This page allows users to create a new ~~~ s .... ~ Tog!) Red, White & Youth I Sign Vp II Login I 
topic to be discussed. There will be a form for 

the user to fill out that includes the topic title, 

a short description of the topic, the tags 

associated with it, and the user's first 

comment. It will also have a Post button to 

submit the form and have the topic added to 

the list of topics. 

Page Features 
• Form to be filled out. 

Cr•ote A New Topic 

TPpiC Tille I TPpiC Nome I 
Short Oeecription $hor1 D•acription of Topic 

Tog• I Tog• aeperoted With eommoa. Togl, TogZ, Tog; I 
Opening Point Opening 010eunion PotnllStotement 

I Prev~ew I I SpeH Check I I Pool I 
(Figure 6) An Example of a Create New Topic 
Page 

• Post button that sends information to the database. 

¥ 

• Time permitting - A spell check button that will check the form for spelling errors 

prior to the user submitting the topic and allowing them to fix any mistakes. 
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Acceptability Criteria 
The form and the post button must be functioning, but the spell check does not have to exist. / 

Discussion of Issues 
One potential issue we might have is we are all new to PHP scripting. Our project 

requires a large amount of server-side scripting to talk to the MySQL database. Therefore, if 

we are unable to write the necessary scripts, we won't be able to finish our project. Our 

solution to this issue would be to use NodeJS 4 as our backend framework5. This would allow 

us to use JavaScript for our server-side scripting, a language that we all know very well. 

Another issue would be difficulties for us to meet together. As we have seen, this 

winter the weather is unpredictable. If we have more heavy snow it will make collaboration 

on the project increasingly difficult. To work around this, we will have specific parts of the 

website that each of us will complete so we can do work separately. After, we will all use a 

group GitHub account to upload the different parts to ensure they can work together. We will 

also employ the use of an instant messenger that we all check on a regular basis. 

4 http:/lstackoverflow.com/questions/5818312/mysgl-with-node-js 
5 http://www.codediesel.com/nodejs/guerving-mysql-with-node-js/ 
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Schedule 
Week Task Assigned Phase 

Of To 

211 Proposal due on 2/10 All Alpha 

Research MySQL to allow work to begin on database All 
implementation 

2/7 Implement Usemame and Password database Dalton 

-Talks to Sign Up/S ign In pages 

Implement Topics Database Jared 

-Refers to Create topic and View Topics pages Kyle 

2115 Create skeletons for all site pages All 

Design UI and implement functionality for Create Topic Jared 

page Kyle 

-JavaScript code and CSS 

2/22 Design UI and implement functionality for Sign in and Sign Dalton 

up pages 

-JavaScript code and CSS 

3/1 Alpha phase presentations All 

3/15 Communication between databases and site pages All Beta 

-PHP scripts 

-Ajax requests 

3/22 Resolve all residual bugs and code optimization All 

4/12 Usabi lity Testing All 

-Testing followed by a Test Report 

4/26 Final Presentations All Release 

I 
I 1->-
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Sources 

jQuery: A JavaScript framework that better fits the Document Object Model than traditional 
JavaScript. 
http://api.jquery.com/ 

AngularJS: A JavaScript framework that allows for great flexibility for creating dynamic content. 
https:/ /angularjs.org/ 

Bootstrap 3: A flexible , well-documented, and easy-to-use CCS framework. 
http://getbootstrap.com/ 

PHP: A server-side scripting language that has excellent MySQL query support. 
http: //php.net/ 

MySQL: powerful, well-documented open source database 
http: //www.mysql.com/ 

I 
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